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SUBJECT: DISCUSSION WITH SOVIET EMBASSY OEFICER 
OF RECENT GDR MEASURES IN BERLIN 

1 . AT HIS REQUEST SOVIET EMBASSY OEEICER (POCH) CALLED 
ON EUR/CE OEEICER (KORNBLUM) ON JANUARY 21 EOR 
DISCUSSION OF RECENT GDR MEASURES IN BERLIN. POCH GAVE 
A STANDARD SOVIET DEEENSE OF GDR STEPS, ARGUING THAT 
EAST BERLIN WAS PART OP THE TERRITORY OP THE GDR 

AND THAT AS A SOVEREIGN STATE, EAST GERMANY COULD DO 
WHATEVER WAS NECESSARY TO PROTECT ITS INTERESTS IN 
THE CITY. HE ARGUED THAT IT WAS REALLY THE ERG WHICH 
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WAS CONSISTENTLY VIOLATING THE QA AND THAT IP THE WEST 
WISHED TO MAINTAIN THE BALANCE IN BERLIN, THEY SHOULD 
PUT A REIN ON WEST GERMAN ACTIVITIES THERE. 

2. KORNBLUM NOTED THAT THE THREE POWERS HAD BEEN CAREPUL 
TO ASSURE THAT NO FRG ACTIVITY IN BERLIN VIOLATED 

EITHER THE BASIC POUR POWER AGREEMENTS OR THE QA. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


IN THIS REGARD, WE HAD A MUCH BETTER RECORD THAN 
DID THE SOVIETS, WHO HAD ALLOWED THE GDR TO DO MUCH 
MORE THAN WAS ACCEPTABLE UNDER THE SPECIAL STATUS OE 
THE CITY. KORNBLUM POINTED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT THE 
CONTESTING LEGAL POSITIONS OP THE TWO SIDES WERE WELL 
KNOWN AND THERE WAS NO SENSE DEBATING THEM. IN 
SIGNING THE QA IN 1971, BOTH SIDES HAD AGREED TO ATTEMPT 
PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS OP THE BASIS OP THE 
EXISTING POUR POWER LEGAL STATUS OP BERLIN. THIS 
SPECIAL STATUS WAS THE BASIS POR THE "BALANCE" WHICH 
THE SOVIETS SO OFTEN REFERRED TO IN THEIR STATEMENTS 
ON BERLIN. THERE WAS NO MOVE THE GDR COULD TAKE WHICH 
WOULD REMOVE THE FOUR POWER STATUS POR BERLIN. ONLY 
THE POUR POWERS THEMSELVES COULD DECIDE TO TAKE 
SUCH A STEP. BUT WITH ITS ACTIONS OP THE PAST WEEKS, THE 
GDR HAD AIMED A DIRECT ATTACK AT THE SPECIAL STATUS 
OP THE CITY. THIS HAD BEEN A DIRECT PROVOCATION TO THE 
WESTERN ALLIES AND WE HAD REACTED ACCORDINGLY WITH OUR 
PRESS STATEMENT IN BONN AND OUR PROTEST IN MOSCOW. 

THE GDR AND THE SOVIET UNION COULD NOT EXPECT THAT 
THE SITUATION WOULD CONTINUE TO IMPROVE IP THE GDR 
CONTINUED SUCH DIRECT ATTACKS ON THE BASIC STATUS OP 
THE CITY. 

3. POCH NOTED THESE POINTS WITHOUT PURTHER COMMENT, 
EXCEPT TO AGREE THAT THE SITUATION IN BERLIN WAS 
"DELICATE" AND TO ARGUE THAT BOTH SIDES SHOULD ASSURE 
THAT THE BALANCE THERE WAS NOT DISTURBED. EUR/CE 
DIRECTOR ANDERSON MADE A SIMILAR PRESENTATION TO 
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SOVIET EMBASSY COUNSELOR ERESKOVSKY IN A CONVERSATION 
ON OTHER SUBJECTS LATER ON JANUARY 21. ERESKOVSKY 
MADE NO COMMENT OTHER THAN TO AGREE THAT THIS WAS NOT 
THE TIME POR PROBLEMS IN BERLIN. 

4. COMMENT: POCH'S REQUEST POR A MEETING IS THE 
FIRST TIME IN RECENT MEMORY THAT THE SOVIET EMBASSY 
HAS ASKED EUR/CE POR A DISCUSSION SPECIPICALLY ON 
BERLIN MATTERS. POCH'S TASK WAS CLEARLY TO DETERMINE 
THE US REACTION TO THE GDR MEASURES. HE MADE NO ATTEMPT 
TO COUNTER THE POINTS MADE. 
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